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SUMMARY 

Executive summary: This document describes the background for, and introduces joint 
industry guidelines on illegal wildlife trafficking. The objective of the 
joint industry guidelines is to support and further promote the uptake 
of the Guidelines approved by FAL 46 by providing specific and 
actionable guidance to all parties in the maritime industry. As such, 
the joint industry guidelines may also be seen as a response to the 
call in Assembly resolution A.1190(33) for submissions to the 
Maritime Safety Committee and the Facilitation Committee in respect 
of organized crime in the maritime sector.  

Strategic direction,  
if applicable: 

5 

Output: 5.14 

Action to be taken: Paragraph 11 

Related documents: FAL. 5/Circ. 50; FAL 47/21/1 and resolution A.1190(33) 

 
1 The approval and issuance by the Facilitation Committee at its forty-sixth  session of 
the Guidelines for the Prevention and Suppression of the Smuggling of Wildlife on Ships 
Engaged in International Maritime Traffic (FAL. 5/Circ. 50) (hereinafter "the Guidelines") is an 
important development in the fight against illegal wildlife trafficking (hereinafter "IWT") in the 
maritime sector.  
 
2 The chief objective of the Guidelines is to encourage collaboration and coordination 
at international, regional, and national levels, port level, and between competent Government 
agencies, maritime transport operators, shippers, seafarers, and other stakeholders in the 
prevention and suppression of wildlife trafficking. The Guidelines also serve as an additional 
tool to prevent and combat the smuggling of wildlife by enhancing awareness and involvement 
of all stakeholders concerned. 
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3 The Royal Thai Government and IMO, together with WWF and with support from the 
German Corporation for International Cooperation GmbH (GIZ), USAID, UNDP, WCO, and 
WSC; and with the participation of the Government of Kenya, organized in Bangkok the ʺAll 
Hands on Deck Maritime Stakeholders Workshopʺ on 6 and 7 December 2022. 
Bringing together delegations from a number of Member States in the region, Government 
regulators, global maritime and wildlife conservation organizations, and shipping and ports 
executives, the Bangkok workshop was successful in assembling the first ever public-private 
partnership initiative supporting the adoption and implementation of the new Guidelines on 
wildlife trafficking for the international maritime industry.  
 
4 The Bangkok workshop participants identified and agreed on multiple 
recommendations for follow-up actions. Amongst these were, inter alia, that: each stakeholder 
should know their role in the international supply chains and the responsibility they each hold 
for preventing and suppressing IWT; all actors have the responsibility to safeguard the integrity 
of the maritime industry; and partners must continue to work together to raise awareness, build 
capacity, initiate, and further foster collaboration and networks and share information and best 
practices.  
 
5 Enhancing awareness of the Guidelines and their implementation were important 
objectives identified at the Bangkok workshop. It was also agreed that the Guidelines could be 
further supported by additional guidance on the prevention and suppression of IWT addressed 
to industry stakeholders throughout the international supply chains. It was also noted that there 
is currently no lack of guidelines. The challenge is rather to condense and summarize these 
Guidelines in a format that is conducive to sharing and uptake by the various parties in the 
international maritime industry.  
 
6 The thirty-third session of the Assembly adopted Assembly resolution on Enhancing 
the framework of the fight against organized crime in the maritime sector (A.1190(33)).  
 
7  The Assembly resolution expresses concerns about the illicit trafficking of humans, 
wildlife and goods by organized crime and the devastating impact on society caused by these 
criminal activities. Further, the resolution calls upon interested Member States, governmental 
and non-governmental organizations to submit proposals to the Maritime Safety Committee 
and the Facilitation Committee in respect of organized crime in the maritime sector. 
 
8 In response to the above-mentioned developments, WSC has been working with 
several stakeholders to develop joint industry guidelines on IWT. It is important to stress that 
these joint industry guidelines are not, and should not be seen as, contradictory to, distancing 
from, or unsupportive of the Guidelines approved by FAL 46. On the contrary, the objective of 
the joint industry guidelines is to support and further promote the uptake of the Guidelines by 
providing specific and actionable guidance to all parties in the maritime industry. It must also 
be stressed that the organizations involved in the development of the joint industry guidelines 
strongly oppose trafficking of protected wildlife, and do not speak for, or condone, those who 
undertake or facilitate such illegal activities. 
 
9  The joint industry guidelines are reproduced in annexes 1 and 2. They are supported 
by UNDP, GEF and GWP; have been developed in collaboration with TRAFFIC and WWF; 
and are co-sponsored by BIC, Global Shippers Forum, and the TT Club.  
 
Proposal  
 
10 The Facilitation Committee may wish to refer the joint industry guidelines in the draft 
resolution and the draft revised Guidelines that are expected to be considered by FAL 48.  
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Action requested of the Committee 
 
11 The Committee is invited to consider the proposals in paragraph 10 and take action 
as appropriate. 
 
 

***
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ANNEX 1 
 

JOINT INDUSTRY GUIDELINES: COMBATTING ILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE –  
A SHARED RESPONSIBILITY 

 
 

 

https://www.worldshipping.org/s/Combatting-Illegal-Wildlife-Document_-Publication.pdf


FAL 48/9 
Annex 1, page 2 

 

I:\FAL\48\FAL48-9.docx 

 
 

 
 
 

More Information: https://www.worldshipping.org/s/Combatting-Illegal-Wildlife-Document_-Publication.pdf  

 
 

***
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ANNEX 2 
 

JOINT INDUSTRY GUIDELINES: RED FLAGS FOR 
SUSPICIOUS ILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.worldshipping.org/s/Red-flags-Leaflet_Publication-Version.pdf
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More Information: https://www.worldshipping.org/s/Red-flags-Leaflet_Publication-Version.pdf  

 
 

___________ 
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